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History—Social Science:
Discovering Relationships of the
History—Social Science Domain to the
Visual and Performing Arts Domain

Focus Statement

Students explore the relationship between the history—social science domain and the
visual and performing arts domain by creating a visual representation or performance of
the history—social science domain strands.

Curriculum Alignment Project (CAP) Student Learning Outcomes

The Curriculum Alignment Project’s (CAP) lower division eight courses and student
learning outcomes are mapped onto each instructional guide learning experience. See
Appendix A for the specific student learning outcomes, objectives, and examples of
course content and topics for the courses listed below.

* Child Growth and Development
* Practicum-Field Experience

Instructional Methodologies

* Class presentation

* Creation of a visual representation
* Pairs or small groups

* Reflective discussion

California Early Childhood Educator Competency Areas to Consider

The Faculty Initiative Project will undertake a comprehensive process in the future to
map the content of the instructional guides to the California Department of Education,
Early Education and Support Division’s California Early Childhood Educator
Competencies. The “Competency Areas to Consider” below are listed in this instructional
guide as a preliminary exploration of how particular competency areas might be
addressed through these learning experiences.

* Child Development and Learning
* Relationships, Interactions, and Guidance
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* Learning Environments and Curriculum
* Professionalism
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History—Social Science
Discovering Relationships of the
History—Social Science Domain to the
Visual and Performing Arts Domain

Before You Start

Volume 3 of the California Preschool Learning Foundations presents the final two
domains of learning and development produced by the California Department of
Education as part of its early learning system. The foundations are the heart of the
system (California Preschool Learning Foundations, Volume 3, p. xvi), and this volume
provides a unique opportunity for students to become acquainted with all nine domains.
There are four learning experiences in this instructional guide that, when used as a set,
can provide opportunities for students to explore all nine domains and how they relate to
one another. Each of these learning experiences focuses on one of the two domains in
Volume 3 and a selected domain or set of domains from either Volume 1 or Volume 2.

Depending on the emphasis of any particular course, any of these four learning
experiences can be used independently of the others or all four can be used in sequence
or combination. The following list of these four learning experiences describes the
domains addressed in each one:

» History—social science domain, Learning Experience 11—"“Discovering Relationships
Between the History—Social Science Domain and the Social-Emotional Development
Domain and the English-Language Development Domain™—focuses on the
relationship of the history—social science domain in Volume 3 to the domains of
social-emotional development and English-language development in Volume 1.

» History—social science domain, Learning Experience 12—"“Discovering Relationships
of the History—Social Science Domain to the Visual and Performing Arts Domain”—
focuses on the relationship of the history—social science domain to the visual and
performing arts domain in Volume 2.

* Science domain, Learning Experience 11—“Exploring the Relationship of the Science
Domain to the Mathematics Domain and the Language and Literacy Domain™—
focuses on the relationship of the science domain in Volume 3 to the mathematics
and language and literacy domains in Volume 1.

» Science domain, Learning Experience 12—“Exploring Relationships of the Science
Domain to the Physical Development Domain and the Health Domain”™— focuses on
the relationship of the science domain to the domains of physical development and
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health in Volume 2.

Thus each of the nine domains is explored in relation to at least one other domain, and
the domains in Volume 3 are highlighted. The specific domains explored in relation to
one another are grouped in a way that highlights strong relationships between the
strands of these domains. This is intended to provide students with an understanding of
how these various domains in the foundations are integrated in early learning and
development.

Each of the learning experiences guides students through domains using different
instructional methodologies. These methodologies could be used as presented or used
flexibly across several sets of domains.

This learning experience will focus on how the history—social science domain of Volume
3 relates to the domain of visual and performing arts in Volume 2.

Before beginning to work across domains, instructors might want to have students do
Learning Experience 3 entitled “Piecing Together the History—Social Science Domain
Content Puzzle” to ensure they are familiar with the strands of the history—social science
domain, since this domain is highlighted.

Handouts of the foundations for the history—social science (Handout 1) and visual and
performing arts (Handout 2) domains are provided with this learning experience.
Electronic versions of these handouts will be available when this instructional guide is
online at www.wested.org/facultyinitiative.

Information Let students know that they will be exploring some ways in which

Delivery the strands of the history—social science domain from Volume 3 are
related to the domain of visual and performing arts, which is in
Volume 2 of the California Preschool Learning Foundations.
Emphasize that this is an exploration of some selected relationships.
There are several ways in which many of the domains and strands
are related, and students will only be exploring some specific
targeted relationships. This is intended to help them understand the
many ways in which early learning is integrated across domains.

It will be helpful if students have read through the introduction to this
domain before coming to class. Introduce students to the strands of
the history—social science domain:

* Self and Society
Slide 2-4
“ * Becoming a Preschool Community Member (Civics)

* Sense of Time (History)

* Sense of Place (Geography and Ecology)
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* Marketplace (Economics)

The following descriptions of these strands are taken from page 3 of
the introduction to the domain in the California Preschool Learning
Foundations, Volume 3. The descriptions are in terms that can help
students see the concepts and knowledge base for young children
that are represented in these strands. Note that they are underlying
concepts that young children are developing and learning. Ask
students to find these and read them aloud, if needed.

* Self and Society (beginning to identify with how their family does
things and understand that other families and people have ways
of doing things that are different or similar to what their family
does)

* Civics (how to live with others and how rules work, such as
taking turns to go down the slide)

* History (events that happened in the past, even before they were
born, such as when their mommy was a little girl)

* Geography (the location of familiar places in relation to each
other, such as knowing the way to preschool or that the park is
across the street from the grocery store, and the different kinds
of places where people live)

* Ecology (learning to take care of earth and animals [for example,
not wasting water])

* Economics (a beginning understanding of money and the
exchange of things and services, such as groceries purchased at
the store)

Getting it started

Be sure students have at least 30 minutes to become acquainted
with the domain and strand that they will work with. How much time
they will need depends on the level of education and experience of
the students and their familiarity with the foundations. Provide each
group with a copy of the summary of the history—social science
foundations (Handout 1) and the summary of the visual and
performing arts domain (Handout 2). These handouts are included in
this instructional guide following this Learning Experience.

Organize students into four groups of three or four, depending on
the size of the class. Each group will work with all the strands of the
history—social science domain and one strand of the visual and
performing arts domain. Since there are four strands in that domain,
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Slide 5-7

Slide 8-9

Learning Experience 12

at least four groups will be needed. Pairs will work, if there are less
than 12 students in the class.

Let students know that they will be looking for ways to demonstrate
relationships in the content of the strands of the history—social
science domain and the strands of the visual and performing arts
domain. They will use the content of the four visual and performing
arts strands to present the strands of the history—social science
domain to the other students in their class.

Each group will represent one strand in the visual and performing
arts: Visual Art, Music, Drama, or Dance. Each group will
demonstrate characteristics of the history—social science domain
using that strand. Instructors might ask if students have a preference
for which of the visual and performing arts strands they work with. It
could be advantageous to other students if each group had in it
someone who was familiar with the particular visual or performing
art that they were assigned to work with and felt comfortable
designing a performance or presentation, but that is not necessary.

Ask each group to first read through its assigned strand in visual and
performing arts. Note that each strand has the same three
substrands except Drama, which has the same first substrand and a
combination of the second and third substrands for its second
substrand. Ask students to focus on the substrand that reflects the
highest level of early development. For Visual Art, Music, and
Dance, this is “Create, Invent, and Express.” For Drama, this is
“Develop Skills to Create, Invent, and Express.” Ask them to
discuss how they can use their strand to demonstrate something
about the history—social science domain. They probably will not be
able to demonstrate every strand of the history—social science
domain, but ask them to see if they can do at least two.

Keeping it going

After they have worked for a few minutes, check with the groups to
see if they have a reasonable representation of the history—social
science strands. If any groups are finding it challenging to develop a
presentation, open the discussion to the whole class to see if they
can help each other out.

Here are some possibilities:
* A song about social roles and occupations that involves the

musicians taking turns and/or supporting each other’s musical
turns
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* A dance about a conflict and its resolution and how that leads to
some kind of cooperative work

* A set of drawings of places that everyone might know and use,
which are then compiled into a colorful map of some kind

* A short play about an important event in someone’s life,
incorporating some kind of exchange

Putting it together

When all groups have had time to create, develop, rehearse, and
feel ready to perform, ask each group in turn to share its
presentation with the whole class. Follow each presentation with a
short discussion about which parts of the history—social science
domain were being highlighted.

Reflection Following their presentations, ask students to respond to the
following questions:

* What discoveries did you make while you were doing this?

* Did some history—social science strands seem harder to work
Slide 10-11 with creatively than others?

* What new ideas about early learning and development
emerged?

* Did you develop other ideas of performances you could have
done? What were they?
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