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Taking it further 
Students can now go through the same process with 
interactions and strategies. Because the interactions and 
strategies in the English-language development domain occur 
with strands, instructors will need to assign specific strands for 
each pair or group of students to use with their vignettes. How 
instructors distribute these will depend on class size and the 
students’ capacity to handle the content. More experienced 
students might be able to work with several strands. Any group 
of students could start out with one or two and take on more as 
they gain experience with the materials. Handout 1, included 
with this key topic, lists all the interactions and strategies for 
these strands.  
 
Ask students to respond to the following questions based on 
their vignettes and assigned English-language development 
strands, just as they did with environments and materials: 
 
• Are any of the recommended interactions and strategies 

evident in the vignette? 
 

• If not, how could they be incorporated to support children in 
this vignette if they were young dual language learners? 
 

• Do you have any other ideas about how the interactions and 
strategies could come into play in this vignette if the child 
was a young dual language learner? 

 
Ask them to record their thinking so that it can be shared with 
the larger group. 
 
Students will need 
time to scan the 
interactions and 
strategies. 
Not all interactions 
and strategies will 
be needed or 
usable in the 
particular situation 
in the vignette. It is 
mainly important 
for students to 
consider what 
adaptations could 
be made and then 
discuss those with 
their peers. 
 
If each pair or small group brings a report back to the whole  
 

 
 

 

Online Options 
 

Students could post their completed 
handouts for their assigned vignettes 
and assigned strands for their work with 
the interactions and strategies. All 
students would then review their 
classmates’ postings and be prepared 
to discuss in class or write a short paper 
describing the environments, materials, 
interactions, and strategies that appear 
repeatedly and those that occur less 
frequently. Students should also 
indicate why they think some 
adaptations are more common and 
which ones they would be most likely to 
use in their work.  
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group, students will experience repeated engagement with the 
practice of reflection and discussion that supports the intentional 
use of interactions and strategies for children who are young 
dual language learners. There will probably be several specific 
adaptations that are repeatedly found to be helpful. 
 
Another approach 
Instructors could put the strand name and page number of each 
vignette on large chart paper and tape the sheets of paper up 
around the room. Students could then write out their selected 
interactions and strategies, and these could be attached to the 
appropriate chart paper. In this way, students can read the  
vignettes that other students have worked with and see what 
adaptations were selected as useful. They could also be 
collected, recorded, and distributed to students as a resource for 
future reference. 
 
Putting it together 
The strand assignments in the preceding active learning 
segments could be used as a basis for observation. This could 
be done in class or online with the DVD: A World Full of 
Language: 
Supporting 
Preschool 
English Learners, 
or students could 
observe in a 
preschool 
program, with 
permission. They 
could observe for either environments and materials or 
interactions and strategies or both. Provide time for reporting to 
the whole group and discussing what they observed. 
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Direct students to the reflective questions following each strand 
in the California Preschool Curriculum Framework, Volume 2. 
These can help students reflect on the content of the strand. 
For reflection on their experience with this material, the following 
questions can be done as a journaling exercise, online, or as a 
class discussion: 
 
• What new insights emerged? 

 
• What was something you already do in your work or have 

seen others do? 
 

• What was most challenging about this work? 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Online Options 
 

Students could also view online the DVD 
described in the “Putting it together” section 
and post summaries of the environments and 
materials or interactions and strategies they 
observe.  
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• What can you incorporate into your work now or in the 

future? 
 

 

 

 
Deeper 
Understanding 
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Direct students to the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children paper titled Pathways to Cultural Competence 
Project Program Guide (2010), which is available on the 
California Department of Education links section of the Faculty 
Initiative Project Web site at 
http://www.wested.org/facultyinitiative/links_cde.html. This paper 
provides checklists that program directors and teachers can use 
to assess how culturally competent practices are being used in 
their programs. The checklists are arranged by eight concepts 
that have been developed by a national team. The first checklist 
can be used by program directors with teachers to discuss the 
practices in their program. The second checklist can be used by 
teachers for daily reflection on their practice and then discussed 
with their program director. 
 
Ask students to read through the paper. The paper can then be  
used for further exploration through an individual interview with a 
program director or teacher. As student and teacher and/or 
program director read through the checklist, ask for examples of 
how these practices are carried out and/or supported in the 
program. Ask students to record these examples as a written 
assignment or to bring to class for discussion. 
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